I3-S            WILLIAM CHARLLS MACREADY.
triumphs, as Sappho, and Mrs. Alfred Shaw, one of the most popular singers of the day, as Climene. The experiment, however, was unremunerative. The Easter piece was Blanche's graceful extravaganza, Fortunio^ with Priscilla Horton in the leading part. " The rehearsals," says the author, " were most energetically and judiciously superintended by Macready himself. ... He knew every one's part, and acted each in turn, to my great delight, and the infinite amusement of Miss Helen Faucit, who sat almost daily on the stage, and encouraged us all by her unaffected enjoyment of the dialogue." A small part was allotted to Mrs. Alfred Wigan, who, with her husband, had now joined the company, both appearing in very subordinate characters. Fortitnio was a success, but The Secretary^ by Sheridan Knowles, produced a few days later, was a complete failure. It was Knowles's last play, and one of his wordiest and emptiest. One other new play closes the list of novelties under Macready's management This was William Smith's Afhelwold, produced on the occasion of Miss Faucit's benefit, and repeated only once. It dealt with a striking-subject, but was imdrarnatic in treatment and heavy in diction.
At a conference with the Drury Lane Committee, on May 6, Macready found that there was no hope of coming to terms with them for another season. The details of their disagreement are unknown to me. Mac-ready stated, in his farewell speech, that "he could not subject himself to the liabilities required of him j " and his friend W. J. Fox attributed his retirement to "proprietary arrangements, or disarrangements, which yielded no security for an expenditure that could only have repaid itself in a series of years, and the immediate profits of which were liable to be pressed upon by un-